
Letter to President 

presidentrsa@presidency.gov.za 

 

Khusela Diko (Spokesperson) 

khusela@presidency.gov.za 

 

Dear Mr President 

I write in connection with some recent developments that you have been involved with, 

regarding the matter of 5G. 

While there are many benefits to 5G, there are also some pretty serious concerns, most 

particularly in terms of health, so I’m wondering why it is that you are disregarding the very real 

threats to our health then? 

I know how busy you are so I am presuming that you are aware of the global concerns about this 

untested-on-human technology? Just in case you are not so aware (you cannot keep up with 

absolutely everything!) may I please take the liberty of referencing the more pertinent ones. 

Electro-Magnetic Frequencies (EMFs) are Harmful to health.(Bioinitiatve Reprt) The stakes are 

very high Mr President, because human beings are bioelectrical systems. Our hearts and brains are 

regulated by internal bioelectrical signals. Environmental exposures to artificial EMFs interacts with 

fundamental biological processes such as calcium…..in the human body. 

Research done on current EMFs and the exposure to radiation they emit, reveal that we are 

already receive way above the acceptable threshold of what is safe. WHO reference 

Untested technology could be costly to Government in the near future as people become aware 

that they are being used as ‘experiments’. Joel Moskowitz, PhD, is Director of the Center for 

Family and Community Health at the School of Public Health at the University of California, 

Berkeley. Since 2009 he has translated and disseminated research on the health effects of cell 

phone and other wireless radiation exposure. He has served as an advisor to the Berkeley cell 

phone “right to know” ordinance and to the International EMF Scientist Appeal which has been 

signed by more than 15, 2019, 248 scientists from 42 countries. Last year his successful lawsuit 

against the California Department of Public Health led to the release of cell phone safety 

guidance that had been suppressed since 2009. 

 

Since 2013, his Electromagnetic Radiation Safety website has had over 1.5 million page views 

by visitors from more than 200 countries, which attests to the worldwide concern about the 
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impact of wireless radiation on our health. The Northern California chapter of the Society of 

Professional Journalists presented him with the 2018 James Madison Freedom of Information  

 

In addition to the technological advancements that have been transforming the electrical power 

and telecommunications industry over the last few decades, we are now witnessing a new 

infrastructure deployment – 5th generation (5G) wireless broadband, and the Internet of Things - 

that promises to establish a globally connected world. Some parts of 5G will operate at much 

higher frequencies than before, into the millimetre range. This new infrastructure will be 

transmitting through the environment with a multitude of low powered micro-sensors (emitters 

and sensors). (https://emfscientist.org/) 

There is scientific evidence to cause concern among independent scientists, that this new 

infrastructure, on top of existing electrical and wireless infrastructures, will cause more harm to 

mankind and nature. People who suffer from electrical sensitivity are facing the reality that they 

may have no place to go that is free from EMF hazards. 

New U.N. Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, issued in June 2017, realize that 

“the human rights of all” are an important aspect to achieving the U.N’s Sustainable 

Development Goals. These principles hold that business and investment do not come at the cost 

of human rights, based on the three pillars of “Protect, Respect and Remedy”. The current 

practice of deploying new technologies, without first completing an investigation to ensure there 

is no possible harm, violates these principles. 

We recommend that, in keeping with the U.N. Guiding Principles on Business and Human 

Rights, to “Protect, Respect and Remedy", 5G technologies must be subjected to an 

independent health and safety assessment before they are launched. 

Open the document. 
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Health Studies 

In May 2015, over 200 scientists signed the International EMF Scientist Appeal calling upon the 

United Nations and World Health Organization to address the emerging public health 

crisis related to cell phones and wireless devices and infrastructure. Electromagnetic fields have 

been classified as a possible carcinogen by the International Agency for Research on Cancer 

(IARC) since 2012. And in 2016, the National Toxicology Program released partial findings from 

a multi-year animal study revealing an increased risk for cancer associated with EMF exposure. 

(https://www.saferemr.com/2018/05/emf-health-impacts-and-policy-change.html) 

 

THE STATE DUTY TO PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTSA. 

FOUNDATIONAl PRINCIPlES1. States must protect against human rights abuse 

within their territory and/or jurisdiction by third parties, including business 

enterprises. This requires taking appropriate steps to prevent, investigate, punish 

and redress such abuse through effective policies, legislation, regulations and 

adjudication. Section 1 of the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights 

section 1.1.(a) 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.p

df 

2. States should set out clearly the expectation that all business enterprises 

domiciled in their territory and/or jurisdiction respect human rights throughout their 

operations.  

B. OPERATIONAl PRINCIPlESGENERAl STATE REGUlATORY AND POlICY 

FUNCTIONS3. In meeting their duty to protect, States should:(a) Enforce laws that 

are aimed at, or have the effect of, requiring business enterprises to respect human 

rights, and periodically to assess the adequacy of such laws and address any 

gaps;(b) Ensure that other laws and policies governing the creation and ongoing 

operation of business enterprises, such as corporate law, do not constrain but 

enable business respect for human rights;(c) Provide effective guidance to business 

enterprises on how to respect human rights throughout their operations;(d) 

Encourage, and where appropriate require, business enterprises to communicate 

how they address their human rights impact 

THE STATE-BUSINESS NExUS4. States should take additional steps to protect 

against human rights abuses by business enterprises that are owned or controlled 

by the State, or that receive substantial support and services from State agencies 

such as export credit agencies and official investment insurance or guarantee 

agencies, including, where appropriate, by requiring human rights due diligence 
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5. States should exercise adequate oversight in order to meet their international 

human rights obligations when they contract with, or legislate for, business 

enterprises to provide services that may impact upon the enjoyment of human rights. 

CommentaryStates do not relinquish their international 

 

6. States should promote respect for human rights by business enterprises with 

which they conduct commercial transactions. 

ENSURING POlICY COHERENCE8. States should ensure that governmental 

departments, agencies and other State-based institutions that shape business 

practices are aware of and observe the State’s human rights obligations when 

fulfilling their respective mandates, including by providing them with relevant 

information, training and support. 


