
THE PEOPLE’S CALL ON SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 

 

We the people of South Africa have reason to believe that South Africa advises industry to 

voluntarily comply with ICNIRP Guidelines, and no effort is made to monitor or enforce that 

they do.  

 

This is grand scale neglect of the BEST interests of the public. Bias in research findings based on 

industry funded vs non industry funded research has been established via various research 

reviews of multiple studies (8,9,10)so any claim that ‘no health effects’ of non-ionising EMF 

radiation have been found is false. This seems to be ICNIRP’s approach, and they have been 

criticized for it.(11) They do not recognize biological effects of EMF Radiation, and are 

dismissive of the precautionary principle established in principle15 of the Rio Declaration on 

Environment and Development.(12) Nothing compels us to follow ICNIRP guidelines, and other 

countries, such as India and Israel have established their own protective guidelines, that are 

lower than ICNIRP.  

 

Claim that SA follows ICNIRP  

There is no evidence that we even follow the ICNIRP Guidelines, unsuitable as they may be, or 

conduct the necessary surveys to comply with these guidelines , and if we do, that information is 

certainly not made available to the public.  

 

This reckless lack of monitoring and enforcement on our behalf is unconstitutional. Consider that 

Swiss Re and Lloyds of London, who would have some of the best risk analysts in the world, 

have never covered the cellphone companies for risk to consumers. Swiss Re declared 5G as a 

top 5 emerging risk. (13)  Government does not consider these facts in its calculus, and exposes 

itself to enormous potential liability.  

 

WE URGENTLY ASK FOR THE FOLLOWING MEASURES 

 

1. SET UP AN INTERDISCIPLINARY EXPERT TEAM composed oflocal14and 

international15independentscientific advisors to evaluate the science and create new 

emissions standard for South Africa. Include local human rights and constitutional 

experts such as the South African Law Commission, to take advice from the scientists, 

and make sure the laws protecting us are implemented, and where necessary, make 

changes in line with the precautionary principal. 

 

2. SET UP AN INTER-MINISTERIAL TASK TEAM that will be advised by the EXPERT 

TEAM to get government ministries to change policy based on findings by all spheres of 

the EXPERT TEAM. 

 

3. SET UP AN OMBUD with full investigative powers, headed by a retired Judge, aided by 

a retired Engineer, with no links to industry, with full legal power, to easily resolve 

community complaints, not limited to the following- 

a. to act against infringement of community rights, by municipalities and/or industry 

in mast application processes; 



b. Make findings for the removal of ICASA Licenses of companies found to be in 

deliberate contravention of the law.  

c. Remove ICASA licenses of companies who deliberately erect hidden illegal 

masts. 

d. Make findings against municipalities should there be suspected corruption, 

e. Make binding decisions about the composition of Municipal Tribunals should 

corruption be suspected, or should communities flag a complaint against a 

particular municipality on too many occasions 

 

4. IMPLEMENTSJAMES LECH’S FULL PRECAUTIONARY FRAMEWORKAS 

SUBMITTED TOTHE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

James Lech’s EMF National Report sent to the Department of Health’s submission to the 

World Health Organization which explains the precautionary principle and an EMF 

radiation HYGEIA (precautionary) framework be implemented.16 

 

5. Of immediate interest to the Department of Environmental Affairs should be the 

following monitoring: Research and development of a National On-line Continuous 

Spectrum, Radiation and Quality of Service Compliance Monitoring and Management 

(J.C. Lech). The system will enable Continuous Monitoring of Cellular Radiation by 

Collecting Information Directly from the Radio Switch Networks of the Cellular Carriers 

Nationwide. A regulatory body could monitor all sectors around the country from his/her 

desk and receive all radiation related data from every antenna, everywhere in the country, 

1500 time every second, 365 days a year. 

 

6. POPULATE THE IAEA(International Atomic Energy Agency) NON-IONIZING 

EMISSIONS DATABASE for international research purpose, including research on 

health effects of EMF Pollution 

 

7. ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND INFORMED CONSENTAs per the National 

Environment Air Quality Act 2004, the public has a right to access to information. In 

order for people to give informed consent they need access to information that must cover 

all areas of interest to them and be easily accessible and understandable to them at their 

level of understanding. A SINGLE WEBSITE needs to be created, worded in simple 

terms, and in all our official languages, sharing actual EMF  emissions with the public, 

the true health picture and legal rights around cellphone infrastructure, and how to object 

to cell tower applications ,and how and when to refer complaints to the Ombud. 

We trust that as custodian of our environmental health, and by implication, the custodian of the 

health of all living things, you will recognize the urgency of this issue and afford it the budgetary 

urgency and importance it deserves, and if the attainment of these objectives takes a few years, 

then you halt deployment of all the extra antennae and masts by a few years, to achieve what is 

in the best interests of citizens, as per our rights in a Constitutional Democracy 

--------------- 

https://www.emfsa.co.za/research-and-studies/constructing-emf-radiation-hygeia-framework-model-demonstrate-public-interest-override/?fbclid=IwAR3curxceBEJLN79bbwVBDbkrqa26mDI3STjSrQmoaR-T5QeEov4bAEsxyo
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